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School context 

This single form entry primary school with 167 pupils on roll serves the village and nearby 

military base, with approximately forty per cent of pupils coming from the base. This means 

that there is a higher than average level of pupil turbulence. The village church is situated at 

some distance from the school and the current incumbent has been appointed since the last 

inspection. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Swanton Morley VC Primary as a Church 

of England school are good 

 Collective worship is central to the life of the school and has a positive impact on 

learners’ behaviour and attitudes. 

 The Christian ethos of the school supports all learners, promotes good relationships 

and behaviour and ensures that learners make good progress. 

 The strong leadership of the headteacher and foundation governors who are 
committed to promoting the distinctively Christian ethos of the school.  

 Effective partnerships with the local church communities which strengthen the 

Christian distinctiveness of the school.  

 Learners have a good understanding of the purpose of prayer and use it in their 
everyday lives.  

Areas to improve 

 Opportunities for learners to reflect on the roots of the school’s values. 

 Ensuring that monitoring and evaluation lead to further improvements to the Christian 

character of the school. 

 Involving pupils in planning and leading collective worship. 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the 

needs of all learners 

Learners feel cared for and supported and say that theirs is a welcoming school where they 

treat others as they would like to be treated. They talk about how the Christian values and 

themes explored in collective worship and R.E. (Religious Education) have a positive influence 

on them and this is evidenced in their general good behaviour and attitudes towards each 

other. 

Parents feel welcome in the school and there are effective arrangements in place to ensure 

that new pupils, including those from the base, quickly become part of the school. As a result, 

attainment at both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 is at or above national averages and learners 

make good progress during their time at the school. The school deals sensitively with absence 

linked to the deployment and return of soldiers to the base. 

Learners’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is supported through a wide range 

of activities. A whole school art week focused on Christian values and themes such as 

forgiveness and love. Learners say that the resulting displays encourage them to reflect on 

those themes. They raise money for charities including to help support the education of a child 

in Africa. They have some appreciation of world faiths through R.E. teaching, although their 

understanding of Christianity in the wider world is less well developed.  

The school makes good use of its facilities, for example the cookery room and swimming pool, 

to provide opportunities for pupils in nurture groups to increase their confidence and self-

esteem.  

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good 

Learners say that collective worship brings the whole school together as a family and gives 

them a positive start to the school day. The headteacher and incumbent work together to plan 

daily worship based on the Values For Life scheme. Stories to illustrate the values are often 

rooted in Biblical teaching, for example the story of Adam and Eve, which learners said 

encouraged them to think about truthfulness and how they should listen to others more 

carefully. Staff ensure that the values are reinforced in other areas of the curriculum, 
particularly R. E.  

The local incumbent, padre from the base and school staff lead collective worship. Learners 

enjoy the variety of presentations that they provide. Major Christian festivals, also attended by 

a number of parents, are celebrated both in school and at the church. As a result of feedback 

from the school council, learners are now more actively involved in collective worship, 

however they do not yet have opportunities to plan or lead worship. 

Learners say that they talk to God through prayer and that this helps them in their everyday 

lives. They enjoy writing some of the prayers that are used in collective worship. They record 

their concerns on the prayer tree in the hall and value the time in Friday worship when the 

whole school prays about these concerns. The wooden cross at the front of the hall provides a 

focal point for reflection. Learners say that it reminds them about Jesus and his teachings.  

Governors and senior staff regularly monitor collective worship to reinforce its distinctively 

Christian nature. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is good 

The headteacher and foundation governors are keen to continue to promote and enhance the 

Christian distinctiveness of the school. A clear action plan focused on developing aspects of the 

school’s Christian character has underpinned developments in the past year and also ensured 

that the school has successfully addressed the issues identified for development in its previous 

inspection. The new vision statement displayed in school and on the school’s web site indicates 

the school’s Christian foundation. 
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The strong links that have been developed between the school and local church communities 

both in the village and on the military base have enabled the school to become secure in its 

status as a church school. As a result, learners, as well as parents of all faiths and none, 

recognise the school’s church foundation and value its Christian ethos and the positive impact 

this has on learners’ personal development and academic achievement. 

The local incumbent and padre from the base are regular visitors to the school. The padre 

runs a fortnightly lunch time bible club with the help of a member of the school’s staff. Parents 

say that their children enjoy this club and this is echoed by learners. Learners visit the local 

churches and take part in community events such as the church’s flower festival and harvest 

collection. They are proud of the cross display in the school’s entrance foyer which they say 

reminds people that this is a church school.  

Foundation governors have received training for their role and regularly monitor aspects of 

the school’s Christian distinctiveness although they do not routinely report back the results of 

their monitoring to the full governing body. The school has welcomed support from the 

Diocesan Support Officer. 


