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Homework Policy 

1 Introduction  

1.1 Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that 

contributes to their learning in response to guidance from the school. Homework 

encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by school and parents to support 

children’s learning. For example, a parent who spends time reading a story to their 

child before bedtime is helping with homework.  

2 Rationale for homework  

2.1  Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a 

child’s development. We recognise that the time and resources available limit the 

educational experience that any school by itself can provide; children benefit greatly 

therefore from the mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to 

learn both at home and at school. Indeed we see homework as an important way of 

establishing a successful dialogue between teachers and parents. One of the aims of 

our school is for children to develop as independent learners. We believe that 

homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of 

independent learning – preparing them for high school and beyond.  

2.2  Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also 

acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and 

development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from 

taking part in the wide range of out-of-school clubs and organisations that play an 

important part in the lives of many children. We are well aware that children spend 

more time at home than at school, and we believe they develop their skills, interests 

and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make maximum use of 

the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school.  

3 Aims and objectives  

3.1 A good, well-managed homework programme helps children and young people 

to develop the skills and attitudes they will need for successful lifelong learning. The 

aims and objectives of homework are:  

 to enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social 

development; 

 to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner; 

 to demonstrate learning, for learning’s sake, can be enjoyable; 

 to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s 

learning; 

 to actively involve and engage parents in their children’s education; 



 
 



 to explore some educational experiences not always possible in school; 

 to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to 

practice skills taught in lessons; 

 to prepare for learning experiences in the near future – though not cover 

curriculum gaps via the ‘back door’; 

 to help children develop good work habits for the future; 

 to extend learning wherever possible from shallow (memorisation, information, 

replication) to deep (reflection, knowledge, understanding etc) to potentially 

profound (creative, intuitive, wisdom etc).

4 Types of homework  

4.1  We expect to give children the sort of homework which enables them to do 

more tasks independently. We set literacy and numeracy homework routinely, 

usually each week, and we expect the children to consolidate and reinforce learning 

done in school through practice at home. As children become older we also set 

homework as a means of helping the children to prepare or revise for tests as well as 

to ensure that prior learning has been understood. Each year group publishes a 

schedule of tasks (e.g. when it is to be done by) and endeavour to honour a schedule 

produced to help parents and children. Occasionally, omissions occur because a 

teacher is unexpectedly ill or absent from school.  

4.2  All homework activities should be related to work the pupils are doing, or 

imminently about to do at school. However, homework should not always be written 

work. Homework is decided upon, set, marked and evaluated by the class teacher. 

However, homework tasks are monitored periodically by a member of the School 

Leadership Team (SLT) to ensure quality and consistency. Examples of types of 

homework set could be:  

 reading and discussing books/texts with parents; 

 informal games to practice mathematical or other skills (counting, estimating, 

times tables etc);  

 reading to an adult or independently (including comprehension of what has 

happened up to and including author’s use of words, inferences etc);  

 preparing a presentation to the class (e.g. show and tell) finding out information 

for a topic; 

 making something (e.g. artwork, technology etc); 

 trying out a simple scientific experiment; 

 observational activities (e.g. looking at packaging, measuring capacity, naming 

products in cupboards, naming vegetable/foodstuffs in homes, environmental 

changes etc); 

 cooking something; 

 capturing digital images (e.g. photos, videos etc); 

 completing worksheets; 

 writing activities (e.g. stories, reports, comprehensions, close procedures etc); 



 
 

 interviewing a member of the family (e.g. what was life like when you were 

growing up? Surveying others’ thoughts on a topic etc); 

 Practicing spellings (lists, crosswords, but preferably spelling patterns or 

exceptions or rules etc); 

 Finishing classroom tasks where necessary (e.g. correcting class work); 

5 Amount of homework  

5.1 We increase the amount of homework that we give the children as they move 

through the school. These guidelines are published by the Department for Children, 

Schools and Families (DCSF) and are our best intentions. Every school will consider 

how much time is appropriate for pupils at each stage, according to their aptitude. 

The Government's recommended time allocation, based on current good practice, is 

set out in Homework: Guidelines for Primary Schools and Secondary Schools. Our 

intentions are:  

  YR: Up to 1 hour per week (sharing books, stories, pictures, reading, number 

work)  

  Y1 and 2: 1 hour per week (Reading, spelling, other literacy work and number 

work)  

  Y3 and 4: 1.5 hours per week (Literacy and numeracy as for years 1 and 2, with 

occasional assignments in other subjects) 

 Year 5 and 6: 30 minutes per day (2.5 hours a week) (Regular weekly schedule 

with continued emphasis on literacy and numeracy, but also ranging widely over 

the curriculum).  

5.2 We give all the upper junior children (Y5 and 6) a school homework diary where 

the children, the teacher or teaching assistant records the homework, and where 

parents and teachers may make any relevant comments. This can serve as a home-

school communication book. We ask parents to check the book regularly and sign it 

as a commitment to partnership. Homework is an integral part of the curriculum as is 

well planned for. Homework is not about occupying children. We do offer voluntary 

homework projects to partake in over the three half-term holidays. Children who 

engage are rewarded but those who do not are not penalised.  

6 Pupils with special educational needs  

6.1 We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We endeavour 

to ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has 

special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute 

in a positive way. When setting homework to pupils who are named on the register 

of special needs, we refer to the Individual Education Plans (IEPs). Homework can 

be differentiated reasonably in several different ways. However, some are not always 

appropriate or reasonable depending on the homework set. We would encourage 

parents who wish to extend an activity to think about the types and if they can help 

their child’s learning. This is pragmatic and correct not about passing responsibility:  



 
 

  Outcome (same activity for all but children produce differently according to 

aptitude e.g. writing the opening paragraph to a story entitled ‘The deserted 

school’)  

  Time (increasing or restricting time for an activity – allowing 10 minutes 

stringently to complete a task when discussed – without raising anxiety but 

raising challenge)  

  Task (providing more taxing questions for more able children, and the converse, 

matching the task to ability)  

  Support (ranging from complete support, through to limited interaction to no 

assistance)  

  Content (providing more instructions or examples of what is required for 

children needing more support through to skeletal instructions for more able 

children)  

  Presentation (stipulating a particular level of presentation standard e.g. 

handwriting, diagrams, typed manuscripts, Power point presentations etc)  

  Resources (providing access to particular resources to support a task e.g. 

internet access, using books from the library/home etc or limiting resources to 

challenge more able children)  

7 The role of parents  

7.1  Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an 

important part of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete 

the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as they feel 

necessary and provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do 

their best. Parents can support their child by providing a good working space at 

home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and by discussing the 

work that their child is doing.  

7.2  If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the 

first instance, contact the child’s class teacher. If their questions are of a more 

general nature, they should contact the headteacher informally. Finally, if they wish 

to make a complaint about the school homework policy, or the way it is 

implemented, parents should follow the school’s complaints procedure.  

7.3  Homework is a genuine attempt to ‘best prepare’ children for the future. It 

should not be a source of frustration at home for anyone. If parents have particular 

issues or concerns they should raise them with the school at their earliest 

convenience. Homework should not stop children playing or taking part in important 

after-school activities. In the spirit of the home-school agreement this should be a 

mutual partnership and never a battle. Serious issues, such as homework not being 

done regularly, or refusal, can be discussed with the headteacher.  

 

 


